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described at the time as "feverish," had set
Europe to talking and had been the cause of
Napoleon's making his theatrical display of
friendship for the Tsar at Erfurt where, it will be
remembered, Talma played to a parquet of Kings,
and the drummers were silenced when the new
ruler of Wurttemberg approached with, Taisez-
vous! Ce n'est qu'un roil His language to
Austria, proudest of the monarchies, had been
no more respectful. He had written to Emperor
Francis denouncing the faction that was pre-
cipitating the imperial cabinet "into violent
measures which would be the origin of misfortunes
greater than those which had gone before/' He
went so far as to tell Francis that had he pleased
he might long since have dismembered Austria;
and, lest there should be the slightest misunder-
standing on the point, he repeated his assertion
in another form: ce qu'elle est, elle Vesl de mon
vczu. He warned his Majesty against reopening
a discussion that had been settled by fifteen years
of war.

But Austria had gone too far to be influenced
now by threats. She was convinced, too, that
for all Alexander's display of friendship towards
Napoleon the Tsar would be unwilling to join
him in making war against herself. Then there
was the hope of aid from Prussia as well as from
the other German states; indeed Austria claimed
to have had positive assurances of support.

She issued a proclamation which, it was hoped,